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From our Miami group:   Our September 

2nd meeting had the following attendees: 

JERRY GEMMA, JOHN UHRICH, NORM 

KLINE,  AL FURLONG,  and             

VINCE FALLETTA. Al Furlong took 

home the 50/50 riches. Thanks go to Vince 

Falletta for the write up.  The Central Florida Bucs are still in re-

cess until October 8th when we will recon-

vene at the Golden Corral on State Rd. 200 

in Ocala. Start time remains the same at 

11:30 and will run until 1 or 1:30. Hope to 

see you there so we can catch up on what 

has happened in your lives over the sum-

mer.  

 Sad News Department: F/A Norma 
Kubiak Lehfeldt passed away on June 
19th at the age of 58. Norma flew with 
NAL and PAA in the 70s and 80s. 
 F/A Winifred Marie Cannon Warren 

passed away om July 31st at the age of 78. 
 On July 19th we lost Capt. Bill White at 
the age of 77. Bill joined National in 1967 
and ultimately retired from Delta. He was 
a long time attendee at the CFB luncheons 
and supporter of the Buccaneers. 
 And on July 21st we lost F/E Ray Cayuso 

at the age of 67. Ray was originally hired 
by National as a line mechanic in 1967 and 
began his F/E career in 1978, retiring in 

1991. He also was the owner of the Z Place 
in Ft. Lauderdale from 1980 until 2007. 
 On August 4th F/A "Annie" Baker-Walls 

passed away at the age of 79. Annie joined 
National in December 1955 and flew until 
PAA's demise in 1991. I always knew the 
cabin was in good hands when Annie was 
part of the crew. 
 F/A Irene Koren Adams flew with Na-
tional in the late 1940s. She passed away 
on August 25th at the age of 91. 
 Pilot Maynard Rhoades hired on with 
National in 1949 but only flew for a short 
time. He passed away on September 13th.                                                        
Forrester A. "Bud" Quick passed away  
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quietly in his sleep on September 4th, just 

shy of his 90th birthday. He was living in 

Larkspur, Colorado at the time and look-

ing forward to returning to Florida this 

coming October. Bud was our Manager of 

Line Maintenance in London until his re-

tirement in 1980. He was an AVID sup-

porter of the Buccaneers Club and acted 

as our Historian for MANY years. He was 

the primary force behind the development 

of our museum at the EAA building in 

Lakeland and later the movement of that 

museum to larger facilities at the Albert 

Whitted Airport in St. Petersburg. Bud put 

in untold hours of work and miles trav-

eled on our behalf and so the "memory of 

National" would not die.                                                                                                                                

We will miss these good people, we will 

NOT forget them. May their last flight 

west be fair of wind and free from turbu-

lence . 

Chui Blackburn, Dottie and Jim Spillis,             

Bud Frazer  

Chuck,  Nancy Pace, LeRoy and Wanda Brown, 

Bob Pierson  

Dorian Cushing, Mel and Georgie Gondron, Joe 

Cushing, Florence Webster  

Judy Burnett, Jennifer Pierson, Faye Murrell 



The pictures presented in this letter, 

with the exception of the group photo, 

are the work of Linda Wentworth. She 

stands always at the ready to help, and 

help she does. The group shot comes 

from the lens of Hart Kelly (pretty 

good shot I'd say). There are more pic-

tures promised and will appear in sub-

sequent issues. 

Sharon Heard, Mary Corley  

Tom McBroom  

Jeannie Curry, Victor Savage  



OK, folks, the 2014 Franklin Picnic is his-
tory, and if you missed it. . .you missed a 
really great time.  We started at the 
Hampton Inn hospitality room on Friday, 
September 5 at 4:00 PM, where the crowd 
overflowed into the lobby.  At 5:30 
the group began to assemble at Willy's Bar
-B-Q, and eventually 71 folks arrived.  The 
only problem we had was getting every-
one to sit down so the harried servers 
could take our orders.  There was just too 
much catching up to do!  The fifty-fifty 
drawings were won by Doug Burnett 
($40) and Tom McBroom ($50).  Free din-
ners, donated by Willy's, were won by 
Doug Burnett and Gretchen Rankfogel 
Densley.  After dinner, the reminiscing 
and catching up continued back at the 
Hampton Inn until the wee hours. 
     The next morning at breakfast, the con-
versations picked up from where we left 
off the night before.  Goodness, you'd 
think we hadn't seen each other for years 
and years.  But, I do think some world 
problems were solved! 
     After breakfast, people began making 
their way to Macon Park where Bob Wil-
son was already waiting for us.  And 
speaking of Bob, where would we be 
without him?  He stores a majority of our 
"stuff" and carts it back and forth each 
year.  Thanks, Bob. 
     With our grande dame, Florence 
(Nightingale) Webster presiding, lunch 
was ready by noon. Master chefs, Festus 
Burchfield and Jim Bishop, turned out 
perfect burgers, dogs, and brats assisted 
by their wives, Barbara and Debbie.  Doz-

ens of others helped by getting the tables 
ready and providing the many delicious 
side dishes and desserts.   
     With a fairly official count of 92, the 
picnic was deemed a huge success.  Good 
food, good weather, and more good con-
versations.  Another fifty-fifty raffle sent 
Dorian Cushing home with $40 and John 
Trube with $50.  To top things off we sang 
Happy Birthday to Don Smith who was 
celebrating the Big 90.  His two wonderful 
daughters accompanied him for the week-
end.   To quote the famous Mattie 
Baumgardner of the Grinder's Switch Ga-
zette, a good time was had by all. 
     Later in the evening, a group of those 
staying over until Sunday reassembled in 
the Hampton lobby for more conversa-
tion.  Several members of our group 
popped in and out as we sat and chatted 
for a couple more hours.  Believe it 
or not, there were still things we hadn't 
talked about!!  (Either that, or at our ages 
we couldn't remember that we had al-
ready talked about it and we enjoyed talk-
ing about it again!)   
     Special thanks go to Don and Carolyn 
Veazey for the burgers and buns, drinks, 
ice, the hospitality room, etc. and to Flor-
ence for making arrangements and mail-
ing post cards.  My apologies to those 
who helped, but I have failed to men-
tion.  This picnic would not happen with-
out all of you. 
     Next year's plans are already in the 
works.  Florence has decided to retire (at 

full pay ) as picnic chairman, so my 
wife, Jane, and I will pick up the 

Franklin Picnic 2014 Brings Out Many Friends 



reigns.  Even though I wear a size 12 1/2, 
it's going to be hard to fill her 
shoes!!  Thank you, Florence, for all you 
have done for this group.  We love 
you.  Next year you can come to the picnic 
and really relax. 
     Now, everyone begin thinking Friday 
and Saturday nights for next year.  It is so 
nice to be able to take it easy after the pic-

nic, visit some more, and drive home 
rested on Sunday.  We're thinking about 
ordering in pizza for Saturday evening 
while we hang out. 
     See you next year.  BRING SOME-
ONE!  And don't forget to mention the 
great conversations we have! 
 
Written Dick Walker 

Dick Walker's write-up of our late sum-
mer event accurately portrays what hap-
pened, when it happened and who was 
involved. I thank him for that as it releases 
me to delve into a more personal perspec-
tive of our gathering. 
   With each passing year Franklin takes 
on a more family reunion ambiance than 
simply a picnic. The warmth of the atten-
dees is palpable making it easy to be 
grateful for just being there. Our histories, 
being intertwined as they are, provide 
ample conversational fodder and opportu-
nities to generate enough laughter to raise 
even the lowest spirits among us. The 
event is just plain FUN and well worth the 
miles traveled to be a part of it. It is some-
thing that Linda and I look forward to all 
year. 
   I thank each of you for taking the time 
and effort to join us in this lovely moun-
tain setting. I hope the pleasure you de-
rived from being there will encourage you 
to return again next year. 
   Every year I write the following dis-
claimer before offering a list of attendees. 
This is done as a shield against vitriol 

aimed at my poor sense of spelling, my 
inability to decipher signatures written in 
code, and my recalcitrant memory. I have 
chosen to combine the lists from Willy's 
and the picnic so the names appearing 
will have been at one or both venues. I see 
no particular reason to separate them. 
   OK, So.......  If you were there and your 

name appears on the list you are home 

free. If you were there and your name 

does NOT appear, contact me and I will 

attempt to set the record straight. If you 

were NOT there and your names does 

NOT appear, no further action is required. 

DON and CAROLYN VEAZEY, BOB 

WILSON, DICK and JANE WALKER, 

GORDEN and YVONNE MOYER, JIM 

and ALANA HAMPTON, DICKIE 

BOWES, JAY HOPPE, FESTUS and BAR-

BARA BIRCHFIELD, JIM and DEBBIE 

BISHOP, JOE and DORIAN CUSHING, 

BUZZ and MARY CORLEY, RUSTY and 

SHARON HEARD,TOM and CATH-

ERINE McBROOM, HOWARD MOR-

GAN and JENNY SAUL, NANCY PACE 

Attendees of the 2014 Franklin Picnic 



MYSTERIES SOLVED 

Last letter's Mystery Airplane and       
Airport: It is, to my way of thinking, the 
ultimate man's airplane. I know MANY 
will disagree and that's OK. This is just 
one man's opinion. The third gear is in the 
tail where it belongs and it is deliciously 
overpowered. It simply casts an ambiance 
of pure fun to fly. I will refrain from giv-
ing out the incorrect answers although a 
couple of them were kinda funny. So, the 
folks who got it right: Bob Thrasher, Dan 
Pierce, LeRoy Brown, Larry Helms, Joe 
Fricks, Rusty Heard, Jerome Kline, Curt 
Briggs, Larry Riddle and, of course, Bob 

Wilson. Oh yea, the airplane is a Howard 
500. Unfortunately there were only 16 
built. It made its debut about the same 
time as the Grumman Gulfstream 1 and 
was unable to compete with the advan-
tages of a turbo-prop. 
   OK, the airport. McCarren Airport, Las 

Vegas. This was not news to Larry Helms, 

Joe Fricks, Rusty Heard, Bob Massey, 

Larry Riddle, Phil Claudy, Bob Pierson, 

Jerome Kline and Curt Briggs. Thank you 

all for your participation. YOU make it 

fun! 

and CHUCK, BOB and FAYE MURRELL, 

BOB and HENRI BIBLE, JIM and JEANNE 

CURRY, MEL and GEORGIE GONDRON, 

DAVE and TARA JAMES, BOB 

THRASHER, J.P. MOORHOUSE and 

guests BOB and DAVID SKOOG, LeROY 

and WANDA BROWN, DICK and GAIL 

KEENAN, BUD and BETTY FRAZER, JIM 

and DOTTIE SPILLIS, MIKE and DIANE 

COLLINS, HILTON and ELAINE 

BRYAN, DICK and CHUI BLACKBURN, 

HELEN B. MOORE, MARIAN BADGLY, 

BOB and JENNIFER PIERSON, FLOR-

ENCE WEBSTER, VICTOR SAVAGE, 

BURT JOHNSON, BILL MAULDEN, 

DON SMITH and daughters SANDY 

SMITH and SARA McCRAW, HART and 

JUNE KELLEY, CHUCK and LAURA 

DOUGLAS, TOM and FAYE SMITHERS, 

JOHN TRUBE and NELL ANDERS, AL 

DAVIDSON, JACK WHICKER, TERRELL 

JONES, JOHN and NANCY SCHNEIDER, 

BEN and BAXTER SHELFER, 

GRETCHEN and KENT DENSLEY, DICK 

and PAM HAMMERLAND, DOUG and 

JUDY BURNETT, RICH and ANNA 

FRANCIS, JACK and SANDIE GORDON, 

BOB and DOTTIE CASSUBE, CURT and 

MIKE BRIGGS, NORM REAGAN, JON 

and GIGI COCKES, JIM GANNON, and 

LINDA and JOHN WENTWORTH.  That 

comes to 103 folks. I'm sure there were 

some who failed to affix their ID to any 

one of our pages. I have done what I can 

with what memory has not departed my 

persona. 



 A bit of National history: The picture is 

of Susan Horstman. Susan came to us in 

1979 as our first female pilot. Unfortu-

nately, I never had the chance to share a 

cockpit with her. Does anyone know 

where Susan went? I do not. I did, how-

ever, fly some pleasant trips with John 

Taylor who is the F/E in the background. 

National had some REALLY great crew 

members!  

My ever decreasing memory being what it is (or isn't) I don't remember if we went 

here as National or just Pan Am. However, I think most of us passed through this air-

port at one time or another. But where is here? 

 

 

 

Any questions or    

comments... 

You may reach John at 

407-497-5266 

Or  

johnhd500@gmail.com 
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  OK, I went easy on you guys last time. Let's see what you do with this one! 

Find us on the web! 

www.nalbucs.com 

 

This cake was brought by 

Bob and Dottie Cassube. 


